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General view of Qalaichi site (Kargar et al. 2021:19, Fig. 3)
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Plan of Qalaichi Architecture remains (Kargar et al. 2021: 23, Fig. 5)
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Introduction

Ali Asghar Mounesan
Minister of Cultural Heritage,

Tourism and Handicrafts

Cultural heritage of countries around the world have gained a universal attention thanks to the actions
and efforts of cultural institutions such as UNESCO, participation and presence of experts from different
countries in common scientific projects, as well as international symposiums that are being organized in this
regard. This synergy has brought different nations to a shared understanding of the human heritage and
has led the enthusiasts of science and culture from each corner of the world to act together in preserving the
heritage of our world. This is why the destruction of historic monuments of Bamian in Afghanistan, Syria and
Mesopotamia at the hands of fanatics, and the burnings of Notre-Dame cathedral in Paris and the National

Museum of Brazil broke hearts of many around the world.

This synergy and the common concern for cultural heritage has led all countries from different parts of the
world to strive in order to help preserve the heritage of other countries and return the smuggled collections

to their homeland despite the vast international network of smugglers of historic artifacts.

We are pleased to have witnessed the cooperation of Swiss government who made affirmative actions in
observing the international laws in this regard and helped reclaim the glazed bricks of Qalaichi, Boukan,
back to our country. Without a doubt, this constructive measure taken by the Swiss administration has
been instructive for all countries and a reminder of the significance of the world cultural heritage and the

necessity to actin unity in the global society in order to preserve the values and heritage of all nations.

Wearehappytoreceiveand welcome the Swiss Embassyin Tehran who willaccompany us at theinauguration
of the reclaimed Boukan bricks exhibition that we will hostin Tehran and Boukan. The Iran National Museum
acknowledged the importance of holding this exhibition both nationally and locally and devoted a special

placeinits agenda as well as its mission to exhibiting these artifacts in their hometown.

We hope that these measures lead the people of our country to recognize the value and importance of these
monuments and become the guardians of their own cultural heritage in order to prevent profit seekers from

damaging these invaluable and irreplaceable gems.



Foreword

Markus Leitner

Ambassador of Switzerland

Switzerland is proud of its cultural heritage. We cherish the Old City of Berne, the Three Castles of Bellinzona
or the Abbey of St. Gall, which are all part of our cultural and natural sites and living traditions inscribed in
the UNESCO World Heritage list. It is with this sense of pride and respect that we admire the ancient, richand

diverse Iranian cultural heritage.

Last year, Switzerland and Iran celebrated 100 years of diplomatic presence with a variety of political,
economic and cultural exchanges. We can look back on bilateral relations that have been built on trust,

friendship and mutual respect.

When Swiss authorities discovered and seized in a customs warehouse, illegally exported glazed bricks from
Boukan, we added another chapter to the close and constructive cooperation between Iran and Switzerland
by repatriating these artefacts and by ensuring public access to this important Iranian heritage. And it is in
this spirit that we celebrate on this occasion the return of artefacts related to the 3000-year old Mannaean

culture in north-west of Iran.

| am grateful to the Iran National Museum and the Iranian Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and
Handicrafts for their cooperation in the repatriation of these works of art, as well as for organizing this
exhibition while providing a bilingual catalogue. | am delighted that the Embassy of Switzerland could

actively participate in this valuable endeavor.

I sincerely hope that the cultural relations between the two nations will further intensify and that the cross-
cultural dialogue in place paves the way for the further promotion of peace and friendship between our two

countries.

R4
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Boukan,acityatthe
heartofhistorical
Heritage

Babak Rostampour (Mayor of Boukan)

Ali Ghezelji (Director of the 5" Islamic Council of
Boukan city)

Mohammad Aminzadeh (Governor of Boukan)
Jalil Jabbari (General Director of the Cultural
Heritage of the province of West Azerbaijan)
Anvar Habibzadeh (Boukan Parliamentary)

Boukan is a city located where the plains of southern parts of Lake Urmia meet
with the lower edges of Northern Zagros Mountains, within a region known as
Mokrian, at the currently political frontier of provinces of West Azerbaijan and
Kurdistan. It is one of the main transportation routes passengers use to travel
from the west (Hamedan, Elam, Kermanshah) towards the northwest (Urmia,
Tabriz, Ardebil) and vice versa. It has a population of 250 thousand people and
its two effluent rivers of Simineh and Zarrineh, provide the potable water for
many cities in the northwest of Iran. The economy of its people is primarily

based on agriculture and livestock breeding.

In addition to its environmental attributes, Boukan is a historical and cultural
city, where numerous self-made artists and literary scholars have risen to
fame: Master Ghaleh Mareh (Master of Ney), Hassan Zirak (famous singer from
Boukan), Khatuzin (the puppet-maker lady), Osman Rahmanzadeh (master
of wooden puppets, also known as Iran’s Father Geppetto) and tens of other

renowned poets and writers.

Within the present territory of the city of Boukan lies tens of archaeological
sites. Among them, the sites of Aliabad (with evidences from the early Bronze
Age cultures dating back to 5000 years), Sardar Castle (with habitation evidence
dating back to 5000 to 3000 years) and Qalaichi (a 2800 year ancient temple

belong the Mannaean kingdom). All of these sites that are located within a5 at

10 kilometers frame overlapping the actual territory of the city of Boukan have
been scientifically excavated. However, the sites of Aliabad and Sardar Castle
were unfortunately excavated to a limited extent (stratigraphy trench) and
both remain buried in an area as vast as of 10 hectares under the actual urban
texture of the region. Moreover, Teppe Qalaichi, which has been scientifically
excavated for a period of 9 seasons, has remained unpublished and the site is

left in poor conditions.

Repatriation of the glazed bricks of Qalaichi Boukan, from Switzerland, which
was made possible with the assistance of Iran’s diplomatic authorities and the
ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts and the supervision of
the Iran National Museum, has been a great victory. The exhibition has provided
the Iranian people and the citizens of Boukan with the opportunity to become
closely acquainted with the rich heritage of their homeland. It has also acted as
awarning signal to the country’s and the region’s authorities not to neglect the
invaluable heritage of this territory and a loud reminder to those who have the
intention of pillaging this country from its precious inheritance and mercilessly

put the culture and history of this land for sale.

We are proud to have played part in the organization of the exhibition of
repatriated glazed bricks of Qalaichi from Switzerland and in the expediency if
thisincident. We would like to extend our sincere gratitude to the directors at the
Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts, the diplomatic system
of the country, the Embassy of Switzerland in Tehran and most particularly
the hardworking and diligent director of the Iran National Museum, Dr. Jebrael
Nokandeh, who made possible the staging of this exhibition in Tehran (Iran
National Museum) and Boukan (Ostad Haghighi Museum). We hope that this
exhibition paves the way towards profound understanding of the importance
of conservation and protection of our cultural heritage and acts as a starting
point for publishing and introducing the findings of our ancient history to the

world.



Repatriation of QalaichiBricks,

theResult of Cultural Diplomacy

andInternational Dialogue

Jebrael Nokandeh (General Director of the Iran Na-
tional Museum)

Mohammadreza Kargar (Director of GOMCHTO)
Mohammad-Hassan Talebian (Deputy of Iran’s

Cultural Heritage Organization)

Historic-cultural destruction and smuggling is a current dilemma facing
many countries around the world, which has led to the establishment
and ratification of a number of legal treaties and regulations. The result
of Iran’s diplomatic endeavors and cultural diplomacy during the past
few decades has been the return of at least 18 collections of historical

and cultural objects to our country and to the Iran National Museum.

The repatriation of 51 pieces of Manaean glazed bricks from the Qalaichi
site in Boukan has a unique story of its own. The artifacts were illegally
removed from the country by smugglers during 1980s, and were stored
in storage in Chiasso bonded warehouse (near the Switzerland - Italy
border) and offered for sale by an Iranian family. Dr. John Curtis, the
curator of the British Museum, visited these objects with the aim of
purchasing them for the Museum. Specialized in Iran’s Iron Age, he
recognized that these artifacts belonged to the Mannaean culture and
came from the Qalaichi site in the northwest of Iran and therefore, must
be returned to their country of origin. Consequently, he recommended
the British Museum not to purchase these artifacts and instead return
them to Iran, an advice he gave to other museums as well, due to the

hesitation of the possessors of the objects.

List of Reclaimed Objects to the Iran National Museum

# | Collection Country | Number of Period Year of Rec-
Items lamation
1 | Collection of Persepolis US.A 179 tablets | Achaemenid | 1948
Tablets
2 | Collection of Tablets from | U.S.A 37047 bro- | Achaemenid | 1951
Persepolis ken pieces of
tablets
3 | Choghamish Collection US.A 155 Prehistory 1970
4 | Gilded silver plate UK 1 Sassanid 1999
5 | Objects of Iranian Origin | UA.E 556 Islamic 2001
6 | Collection of Tablets from | U.S.A 300 Tablets | Achaemenid | 2004
Persepolis
7 | Jiroft Collection UK 118 Third Millen- | 4/5/2005
nium B.C.
8 | Tiles from the Mausoleum | UK 42 Islamic 2008
of Sultan Shahabuddin Ibn
Ahmad
9 | Jiroft Collection UK 18 Third millen- | 6/3/2013
nium B.C.
10 | Griffin-Shaped Metallic US.A 1 Iron Age 28/9/2013
Rhyton Attributed to Kal-
makareh Cave in Luristan
11 | Khorvin Collection Belgium | 349 ceramic | Iron Age 26/12/2014
and metallic
dishes
12 | Choghamish Collection US.A 135 itemsin | Fourth mil- 22/4/2015
108 rows lennium B.C.
13 | Sassanid Clay Beads US.A 73 clay Sassanid 8/5/2016
beads
14 | Reclaimed Collection from | Italy 30 Third mil- 6/11/2016
Various Periods lennium B.C.
to Islamic
period
15 | Grey Ceramic Germany | 1 Iron Age 2017
16 | Embossed Achaemenid US.A 1 Achaemenid | 2008
Soldier from Persepolis
17 | Collection of Tablets from | U.S.A 1783 Achaemenid |2/10/2019
Persepolis Fortification
18 | Glazed Bricks from Qalaic- | Switzer- | 51 Manaean 19/12/2020
hi, Boukan land
Total 40840
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Eventually, during 2012 Dr. John Curtis was informed by the possessors that
the bricks were confiscated by Swiss authorities based on the Federal office
law concerning the international transfer of cultural property. Thanks to the
follow-throughs by Dr. Curtis (whose comprehensive report is provided here in
this catalogue), the diplomatic collaboration of our country and the cooperation
extended to us by the Swiss judiciary system, these bricks were finally handed

over to the Iran National Museum on December 19, 2020.

We would like to express our most sincere gratitude first and foremost to Dr.
John Curtis for his persistence and follow-through during the past 30 years,
which resulted in the repossession of our national artifacts. Conscientious
efforts by the main lawyer of the dossier in London, Dr. Jeremy Scott, the Swiss
lawyer, Dr. Hans Rohrer, our Ambassador in London, Hamid Baeidinezhad, and
the director of the Center for International affairs of the Presidency (CILA) in
Paris, Mr. Javadian, have had a significant role in achieving the outcome of this

lengthy, complicated and multifaceted dossier. We sincerely thank all of you.

o “'\‘,.!r_

The staging of the exhibition of the repatriated bricks at the Iran National
Museum and Haghighi Museum in Boukan was made possible due to the
cooperation and coordination of many, whose names have been mentioned in
the catalogue, within the page dedicated to colleagues. We thank them all. The
willingness and support of the Mayor of Boukan, Mr. Babak Rostampour, who
is an enthusiast of cultural issues, the Director of the City Council of Boukan,
Mr. Ghezelji, and the Chief Director of Cultural Heritage of the province of
West Azerbaijan is praiseworthy and much appreciated. And last but not least,
we extend our gratitude to the dear people of Boukan who are the hosts and

inheritors of these invaluable artifacts.
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Fig. 1. Qalaichi Aramaic Inscription and its transcriptions (Photo by Yousef Hassanzadeh

and Transcription after Rasol Bashash 1976).




TheRestitutionofthe
BoukanBricks

Dr.John E. Curtis
Formerly Keeper of Middle East

Department, British Museum

| was taken to see this collection of bricks on 9™
October 1991 in my capacity as Keeper of the
Middle East Department at the British Museum. At
that time they were in a bonded warehouse near
Chiasso close to the border between Switzerland
and Iltaly. The collection consisted of 52 glazed
bricks with painted decoration in a variety of colors
including black, brown, light blue, yellow and white.
There were 43 full-size bricks and 9 smaller bricks,
apparently half or quarter size. | explained to the
possessors that the British Museum would not be
ableto purchase these bricks as they clearly derived
from the site of Boukan / Qalaichi in Iran and had
been illegally exported. | advised that they should

be returned to Iran.

| kept in touch with the possessors during the
following years and continued to encourage
them to return the bricks to Iran. Then in 2012 |
was informed by the possessors that the bricks
had been seized by the Swiss authorities in 2008
‘in accord with the federal office law concerning
the international transfer of cultural property’.

Apparently the consignment had been inspected

because warehouse fees had not been paid since
1991. | then reported the matter to Mr. Jeremy
Scott of Lipman Karas, the leading cultural heritage
lawyer in the UK, and asked for his help in getting
the bricks back to Iran. He contacted the Iranian
Centre for International Legal Affairs (CILA) in
Paris in 2012 but there was then a further delay. In
July 2018, at my suggestion Dr. Jebrael Nokandeh,
Director of the Iran National Museum, wrote to Mr.
Scott claiming that the tiles had been looted from
the site of Boukan / Qalaichi in Iran and asking
for his assistance in getting them returned to the
Iran National Museum. In June 2019, | wrote to HE
Hamid Baeidinejad, Iranian Ambassador to the UK,

asking him to intervenein Tehran.

Following this, in July 2019 Mr. Scott arranged
for power of attorney to be given by the Deputy
Director (culture) of ICHHTO, Dr. Mohammad
Hassan Talebian, to the Swiss lawyer Dr. Hans
Rohrer to represent Iran for the purpose of
following up enquiries with the Swiss authorities
and learn what would be required by them for the

release of the tiles.

At the end of October 2019, Mr. Scott asked me to
write a paper (below) outlining the evidence for
claiming the bricks come from Boukan / Qalaichi
and summarizing their importance for Iranian

cultural heritage. On 14" December 2019, Mr. M.H.

Djavadian, the Director of the Iranian Centre for
International Legal Affairs (CILA), informed Dr.
Rohrer that the bricks had been handed over to
the Iranian Embassy in Bern and finally Dr. Jebrael
Nokandeh informed me the collection arrived at
the Iran National Museum on 19" Dec 2020. Please
note that the help of Mr. Jeremy Scott in this case,
and his efforts over a period of eight years, have

beeninvaluable.

Fig. 2. Iran National Museum received 51 pieces of glazed

bricks, but there were 52 pieces in the collection when
John Curtis saw it in Switzerland. This piece is missing - it

is awinged human-headed lion (a sphinx).
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TheGlazedBricks
from Qalaichi
(Boukan)

Dr. John E. Curtis
Formerly Keeper of Middle East Department,
British Museum

The collection of glazed bricks that were deposited
in a warehouse at Chiasso in Switzerland close to
the Italian border is of great significance for the
cultural heritage of Iran. These bricks date from
the 8"_7" century BCE and as a group constitute a
unique collection of material from what is evidently
one of the mostimportant sites in Western Iran.

The bricks were allegedly discovered in the
early 1980s at the site of Qalaichi some 7 kms
north of Boukan. In the early 1980s there were
extensive illegal excavations at this site, and a
large number of glazed bricks were discovered
that were subsequently illegally exported. A
number of these bricks have been sold at various
auctions (e.g. Sotheby’s London, 13/7/1987, no 107,
Sotheby Parke-Bernet, New York, 23/6/1989, no.
20, and 2/12/1988, no’s 161-2; Christie's New York,
16/6/2006, no. 33; Arts d'Orient, Paris, 16/6/2005,
no’s 167-8), and there are now a number of similar
bricks in private collections in places such as Paris
and Tokyo (e.g. Studia Iranica vol. 23 (1994), fig. 4
onp.13).

Following the illegal excavations, official
excavations and material study were undertaken
on behalf of the Iranian Cultural Organization
(ICHHTO) by E. Yagmaei and B. Kargar in 1985
and 1999-2006, and more recently by Yousef

Hassanzadeh of the Iran National Museum. These

excavations have revealed a columned hall, and
finds include a stone stele with a 13-line inscription
in Aramaic, glazed pottery, incised pottery and a
number polychrome glazed bricks. Some of these
are now in the Iran National Museum and some are
in Urmia Museum. However, the newly discovered
bricks are neither so numerous nor of such high
quality as the bricks found earlier in the illegal
excavations. It is for this reason that it is vitally
important to recover the looted bricks that are
now in Switzerland and restore them to Iran. They
would make a spectacular exhibit in a museum in
Iran, and when studied would contribute greatly to
our knowledge about the artistic production and
history of ancient Iran.

The collection now in Switzerland consists of 52
glazed bricks with painted decoration in a variety
of colors including black, brown, light blue, yellow
and white. There are 43 full-size bricks and 9
smaller bricks, apparently half or quarter size. The
larger bricks are decorated on one large surface
only, while the smaller pieces are painted on two or
more surfaces. Fitters’ marks on the undecorated
surfaces, such as are usually found on Assyrian
and Achaemenid glazed bricks, are rare but they
do occur on three bricks (nos 8, 16 and 21). Each of
the large bricks measures 33-34 cm square and is
¢. 9 cm thick. Eight show winged lions with human
heads, either female (sphinxes) or bearded male
figures, four show winged, human-headed bulls,
four show a bird with a bearded human head and a
goat’s horn, and three show winged human figures,
male or female, in a kneeling position. Other bricks
with mythological figures are one showing a bull
or horse with a goat’s horn, one showing a lion-
man holding a vase from which come streams
of water, and one showing a bird with the head
and forelegs of a bull. Amongst the tiles with

more conventional creatures are three showing

a bird of prey, probably an eagle or a vulture, two
showing lions, one showing a mouflon, and one
showing a deer. In addition to these animalistic
representations, fifteen of the full-size bricks have
floral and geometric designs. All of the 14 smaller
bricks again have floral and geometric decoration.

The range of designs on these bricks is quite
extraordinary, ranging from representations of
animals such as lions, deer and birds of prey to
mythological beasts that are part human and part
animal. They are a unique record. Such creatures
are very unusual in the art of Iran and are more
frequently encountered in the art of neighboring
Mesopotamia. In particular, the human-headed
winged bulls are a familiar feature of the material
culture of Assyria, the area in the north of
Mesopotamia. Also, a number of the human-
headed winged lions and bulls wear horned caps,
motifs that indicate divinity in Assyrian art. So why
should Assyrianiconography appear at Qalaichi? To
understand this, we will attempt to put the site into
a political and artistic context.

Qalaichi has been identified as lzirtu, an
important center of the kingdom of Mannaea
mentioned in Assyrian inscriptions. In the period
between c. 1000 BCE and the beginning of the
Achaemenid period in 550 BCE, Western Iran was
a patchwork of small and large states and tribal
groupings thatincluded the small kingdoms of Ellipi
and Mannaea. They were sandwiched between the
powerful states of Urartu to the north, Elam to
the south, Assyria to the west, and the Medes to
the east. Ellipi was a kingdom to the north of Elam
that flourished between the ninth and seventh
centuries BCE in the present regions of Luristan and
Kermanshah, while the small kingdom of Mannaea
was to the south of Lake Urmia and occupied the
present provinces of Kurdistan and some parts

of Western and Eastern Azerbaijan. Neither Ellipi



nor Mannaea had its own writing system, but it
is known that the Mannaeans had a language of
their own, as there was a Mannaean interpreter at
the Assyrian court. As no Mannaean inscriptions
survive, however, much of what we know about the
political configuration of Western Iranin this period
comes from the inscriptions of Assyrian kings who
campaigned almostincessantly inthe Zagros region
andbeyond, insearchofhorses, mineralsandbooty.
The lush grasslands of the Zagros foothills and the
Iranian plateau were ideal breeding grounds for
horses, and they were imported into Assyria both
as prizes of war and through regular trade contacts,
as we know from Assyrian cuneiform tablets. We
also have representations of Western Iranian
fortresses on stone reliefs from palaces in Assyria.
Yet in spite of the many incursions into Western
Iran by the Assyrian army, there are very few traces
of Assyrian presence. There are rock reliefs with
figures of Assyrian kings and Assyrian cuneiform
inscriptions and several freestanding stelae. Apart
from these memorials left behind by Assyrian kings,
the only site where a possibly Assyrian building
has been identified until now is Tappeh Giyan near
Nahavand. Traces of Assyrian influence in the art of
western Iran or actual Assyrian products found at
Iranian sites are similarly elusive.

The name ‘Mannaea’ first appears in Assyrian
sources recording an attack on the country by
the Assyrian king Shalmaneser Ill in 843 BC, and
several of his successors, notably Sargon (721-705
BCE), also invaded the country. Mannaea was also
attacked many times by the Urartians between
820 BC and the middle of the 7" century BC. No
doubt the country was often ravaged, but the
Assyrian and Urartian kings clearly exaggerated
the extent of their victories over the Mannaeans.
These field campaigns in no way resulted in the full

loss of Mannaean sovereignty, as the Mannaean

kings were skillful diplomats and politically astute.
They seem to have had a relatively stable political
framework, and their political strategy aimed
at appeasing whoever was more powerful at a
particular moment. An example is the Mannaean
king Ullusunu who allied himself with Assyria after
Sargon II's successful campaign against Urartu.
Sargon reported that Ullusunu made for him in
Izirtu (Qalaichi), the then Mannaean capital, a
commemorative inscription. When the balance of
power in the 7" century changed in favour of the
Medes, the Mannaeans once again made a pact with
Assyriain order to limit the power of the Medes and
retain their own sovereignty. The political strategy
of the Mannaeans is also evident from their art,
where strong Assyrian influence can be detected
in, for example, the glazed bricks from Qalaichi,
incised ivories and the pottery.

The number of sites that have been definitely
identified as Mannaean and occupied in the 8"-7%"
centuries BC is very small and includes Qalaichi,
Ziwiyehand Rabat. Ziwiyehis a hill-top fortress with
massive mud-brick defensive walls approached by
a monumental stone-paved staircase. Within the
fortification there is a cluster of buildings including
a columned hall. Excavations here were undertaken
briefly by the University of Pennsylvania in 1964
and by the Iranian cultural heritage organization
sporadically from 1976 onwards. The results of all
this work remain largely unpublished. The site of
Ziwiyeh became notorious for the alleged discovery
there in around 1947 of a bronze coffin with incised
decoration around the flat rim showing officials and
local tribesmen. This coffin supposedly contained
a large amount of gold and silver treasure, but
while some objects that are attributed to Ziwiyeh
might indeed be from the site, ‘Ziwiyeh’ became
a convenient attribution for unprovenanced and

looted objects, and a large number of antiquities

have been falsely attributed to Ziwiyeh. Tappeh
Rabat, 15 kms north-east of Sardasht, in the
headwaters of the Lesser Zab, has been excavated
since 2005 by the lIranian cultural heritage
authority, also following on from earlier robber
excavations. Since then, parts of asmall palace have
been uncovered, with a courtyard with a pebble
mosaic pavement with a design predominantly
of concentric circles. The most important finds
include glazed clay crenellations and bricks, five of
the latter with Assyrian cuneiform inscriptions, one
perhaps mentioning the Mannaean ruler Arzizu.
The bricks and crenellations show geometric,
floral and figural designs, but they are not so
numerous, so well preserved or so informative as
the Qalaichi bricks. Because of the paucity of finds
from Ziwiyeh and Rabat, the corpus of material
from Qalaichi becomes particularly important.

In conclusion, we can say that the collection
of glazed bricks from Qalaichi shows that the
Mannaeans were capable artists and craftsmen
who could produce high quality glazed bricks and
other materials. It is certainly true that the designs
on the bricks show strong Assyrian influence, but
at the same time the character of Mannaean art
is essentially local. Before the discovery of these
bricks, the richness of the Mannaean civilization and
its links with Assyria were almost entirely unknown.
The collection is therefore an important testimony
to a little known political and artistic period in the
history of Western Iran. The importance of this
material cannotbe overestimated, anditis essential
that the collection should not be split up but kept
togetherinits entirety and returned to Iran as soon
as possible.

When I first saw these bricks | was informed that
they were originally part of alarger collection which
was split in half, but | have no knowledge of what

has happened to the other bricks.
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QalaichiGlazed
Bricks Archaeological
Background

Yousef Hassanzadeh
Archaeologist and Curator of the Iran National
Museum

Introduction

The collection of glazed bricks from Qalaichi de-
scribed in this catalogue has been returned to
Iran from Switzerland and arrived at the Iran Na-
tional Museum in Tehran on 19" December 2020.
In the collection there are a total of 51 bricks, 43
full-size bricks and 9 half or quarter-size bricks.
The majority of these bricks wereillustratedin the
book by Y. Hassanzadeh and H. Mollasalehi, An
Archaeological Exploration of the Mannaean Site
of Qalaichi (Tehran 2017) (except 2 bricks with
floral and geometric designs (004 and 038) and
5 half-bricks (103-106, 049). | am grateful to Mr.
Abolala Soudavar for sending me photographs of
the bricks in 2006. One brick which was originally
in the collection in Switzerland showing a winged
sphinx advancing to the right (fig. 2 in page 9), is
now missing.

This text attempts to provide the archaeologi-
cal background for the study of the bricks published
in this catalogue. The restituted bricks are similar to
those found at the site of Qalaichi, 7 kms from Boukan
in North-West Iran. There are two main collections of
these bricks. The first collection is housed in the Iran

National Museum and comes from the first season of

rescue excavation supervised by Esmail Yaghmaee in
1985; therearealsointhelran National Museum bricks
confiscated from antiquities dealers which have been
published by Yousef Hassanzadeh since 2006 (Has-
sanzadeh 2006, Hassanzadeh and Mollasalehi 2011).
The second important collection of bricks comes from
the eight seasons of archaeological work supervised
by Bahman Kargar from 1999 to 2006 now housed in
Urmia Museum. These remain unpublished except for
a few examples (Kargar 2004, Binandeh et al. 2017).
We will try here to review the background of Qalaichi
and the various archaeological and historical studies
and thereby introduce the repatriated collection from

Switzerland.

TheFirstreport

The first appearance of Tappeh Qalaichi in the ar-
chaeological record dates from the 22™ April 1976
when Wolfram Kleiss inspected the site at length,
and later published a series of handmade sketches
and schematic plans he made at the site. Howev-
er, Kleiss had introduced the site with the name of
“Heidarkhan Fort” (Kleiss 1977: 27-30), and it was
not until 2005 that Stefan Kroll at last pointed out
the significance of the site, identifying Tappeh Qa-
laichi as the site labelled Heidarkhan by Kleiss (Kroll
2005: 79-80). Kleiss envisaged an architectural
plan of a fort that included 12 towers, two of which
were distinguished as bastions and were located on
opposite sides of the entrance. He compared the

architecture and pottery unearthed at the site with

that of Zendan-e Soleiman, and therefore labelled

the site as Mannaean.

Illicit Excavations

It was perhaps a piece of glazed brick found while
“Mirza Ali" was ploughing his field on top of the
Se-Gardaan hill that led to the discovery of this
important site of the Mannaean kingdom. The
Se-Gardaan hill is a few hundred meters away
from Qalaichi village and was later named Tap-
peh Qalaichi. |t was during the second quarter of
1979 that remarkable finds from Tappeh Qalaichi
first found their way onto the antiquities market
of Boukan. In those years, the people of Qalaichi
village started to dig trenches in a bid to discov-
er bricks in Mirza Ali’s field, and accounts go that
in those days they used to unearth 3, 5 or even
10 pieces of brick a day. Gradually, people from
neighbouring villages and the town of Boukan
itself also became aware of the Qalaichi bricks,
and soon they started illicit excavations at the
site, often during the night. An individual by the
name of “Shams’, who used to hold an admin-
istrative position in the city of Boukan in those
days, is said to have destroyed a large part of the

site single-handedly with a backhoe bulldozer.

Rescue Excavations of 1985
For 6 long years the site of Qalaichi was continual-
ly plundered by illicit diggers and smugglers, until

finally a rescue excavation team, under the super-



vision of Ehsan (Esmail) Yaghmai was assigned to
the site in the year 1985. Reaching the site, Yagh-
mai began the rescue excavation project, and he
recounts that ‘the result of two months of efforts
and intrusive measures advanced by the archae-
ological team under the Ministry of Culture and
Higher Education was the discovery of the ruins
of an ancient structure dating back to the first
millennium B.C.E. over the ancient Qalaichi hill in
Boukan.” Yaghmai continues that “the structure
demonstrated religious architectural features.
Motifs on glazed bricks and skeleton remains of
quadruped animals sacrificed in ceremonial ac-
tivities confirmed the hypotheses. The building
included a vast hall spanning from the east to the
west of the hill. On the west side of the hall there
were two chambers and on the east side of the
hall there were towers, an entrance gate and side
chambers” (Yaghmai 1985).

However, the most significant discovery of this
excavation campaign was an Aramaic inscription
engraved on a stone stele at Tappeh Qalaichi. This
is considered to be, in fact, the only Mannaean in-
scribed text so far attested. The other achievement
of the team led by Yaghmai was the collection and
documentation of a number of bricks. Some of
these can still be found in village houses in Qalaichi
(Kargar 2004: 320; Yaghmai 2017). After the end of
this season, excavation works at the site were shut

down for another 14 years.

The Return of Smuggling Activities

The archaeological work started by Yaghmai was
discontinued after a single season. ‘Unfortunately,
circumstances of the time (war) did not allow archae-
ologists to continue additional activities at the site
and therefore, soon the trenches were covered and
the site was shut down. All the while, illicit diggers

and antiquities smugglers did not remain idle” (Kaboli

1992: 24). Although it now appears inconceivable, the
destruction of the site continued despite the one sea-
son of rescue excavations which had demonstrated
the importance of Tappeh Qalaichi and the necessity
of its conservation.

It is clear that the site suffered continuous de-
struction for a further 14 years before another excava-
tion project was devised for Tappeh Qalaichi. To bet-
ter illustrate the situation, it ought to be noted that in
each of the 4x4 meter trenches laid, at least 3illicit digs
could be detected, each to within a depth of 20 centi-
meters from the main floor of the site. Traces of pick-
axes, clothes and other tools belonging to the smug-
glers were clearly visible. The excavations could only
yield reliable results for the half meter of untouched
deposit above the bed rock; the structures above were

mainly destroyed or badly damaged.

Resuming Archaeological Excavations
(1999-2006)

Excavations, led by Bahman Kargar resumed in
1999 at Tappeh Qalaichi and they continued until
2006. In the course of these excavations, Kargar
was successful in unearthing the remains of a tem-
ple dating from the Mannaean period with an area
of around one hectare. This will be further discussed
in the architectural section below. In addition to
discovering remains of architecture, glazed bricks
were found in each excavation season at Tappeh
Qalaichi, with a large cache being retrieved during
the ninth and in fact the last season of excavation
in the year 2006 (Kargar 2007: 289). Amongst oth-
er finds made during the campaign, particularly
remarkable was a large collection of animal bones
from inside a pit, totaling over 5000 pieces with a

weight of 50 kilograms (Nezamabadi et al. 2011).

The Qalaichi Site

The siteis located 7 kilometers to the north-east of

the town of Boukan in West Azerbaijan province, at
36° 34 north latitude and 46° 16’ east longitude. Itis
a few hundred meters away from a village bearing
the same name, to the south-west of Lake Urmia
and on the east side of the river known as Simineh-
Rood. The height of the site is 1,539 meters above

the mean sea level (Fig. 3).

The Qalaichi Architecture

The architectural remains at Tappeh Qalaichi are
presumed to belong to a cultural phase dating to
the reigns of the Mannaean kings. So far, three
building stages have been identified at the site: Ia,
Ib and Ic from the top to the bottom, respectively
(Kargar 2004: 231).

la: This is the uppermost Mannaean cultural lev-
el at Tappeh Qalaichi. Esmail Yaghmai discovered
architectural remains in the centre of the tappeh,
including several small chambers with pisé (com-
pressed earth) walls, and inner surfaces decorated
with paintings of vegetal, geometrical, animal and
human themes. This architecture does not exist
anymore as it was destroyed by plunderers during
the 14-year intermission in excavations (Kargar
2004: 231).

Ib: The architecture of the Qalaichi site consists
of an enclosed area of one hectare surrounded by
stone walls. The walls of the outer ramparts have
two entrances; the main entrance is located on the
east side and consists of a bastion on either side of
the entrance as well as a guard-house. The other
small entrance that is situated on the north side
was probably used for the entry of important peo-
ple or for emergency exit.

These structures were erected over a rocky
surface, paved with uncarved stones. A number of
stone platforms were also builtin order to facilitate
the construction of the intended structures.

Structures within the site were constructed
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with two to three rows of stones at the base and
completed with unbaked mudbrick. They include a
vast columned hall measuring 19 by 35 meters, and
include five lateral chambers. A platform for plac-
ing votive offerings is located in the middle of room
No.1. The floors of rooms No. 3 & 4 are paved with
unbaked mudbrick. The internal walls of the hypo-
style hall and rooms 3 & 4 were decorated with red
and white ochre and blue paintings.

Another significant feature of the architec-
ture of the Qalaichi site is the stone platform
located in the northwestern part of the site as
well as the mudbrick platforms on the southern
part, some of which were decorated with glazed
bricks and were most likely used for the purpose
of praying in the open space (Plan 1).

In addition, the waste dump found in the north-
eastern part of the site, in which more than 5000
pieces of animal bones were discovered, is a clear
sign that sacrificial ceremonies were held in that
place.

Ic: About this structure we have not any pub-

lished report.

The Qalaichi Inscription

During the excavation of Yaghmaee in 1985 a stone
stele with an Aramaic inscription was found at Tap-
peh Qalaichi. This was identified as the lower part of
an inscribed stele belonging to the Mannaean cul-
ture (Pic. 1in page 8). This existing part could not be
understood, however, until a joining piece of stone
was found amongst confiscated bricks belonging
to anindividual known as “Haj Farman’. These were
transported to the Iran National Museum in 1989.
This piece was quickly identified as belonging to the
Qalaichi stele, although the upper part of the stele
and the first part of the inscription has not yet been
found.

The stone stele with the Aramaic inscription

weighs more than about 1,000 kilograms and is 178
c¢m high, 60 cm wide and 30 cm deep. The surviving
part of the inscription is in 13 lines. Rasoul Bashash
Kanzegh (1996) was the first philologist to trans-
late it as follows:

“This stele is a memoire of Yanes

For aninvitation in his honour or for ending any

plague or misery

That occurred all over this land. May the gods

choose his temple,

the king of Valas, the thief. Now! For the gods

of Valas.

Now! for Haldiin Z°TR seven cows

should be fattened, one calf and seven sheep

with fat tail, and seven

women should be given to the fire of a fire tem-

ple, not to be revealed

the words of god and should disappear from

this land the blaze of fire and

sound of windmills and its land should become

dead salt flats, the king

chief and king who dishonours

this monumental stele. His throne be toppled ...

and the god of Haldi and for seven years there

should be no sound of ...

inthe land of his, if a mercenary steals this mon-

ument.
The second expert who studied the Qalaichi in-
scription - André Lemaire - in general confirmed the
translation provided by Bashash, with small differ-
ences in the reading. Lemaire’s translation (1988) is
as follows:

“Whoever

Overthrows this monumental stele (eitherin ...)

In war or peace, whatever plague

exists on earth, be sent down on that king's land

by God

and God's malediction falls on him

and Haldi's malediction who reigns in Z°TR

comes down on him. May seven cows

nurse a calf but he doesn't become satisfied.

May seven

women be cooked in a fire oven and it doesn’t

become full. May

the smoke from cooking and the sound

of windmills be gone from his land. May his

ground become salt pan and

May it become bitterer than poisonous grass

and the king

who inscribes on this monument, may Hadad

and Haldi overthrow his throne,

and may Hadad not create thunder

In his land and may ...”

Bashash has commented (1996: 25-29): “This in-
scription dates back to the reign of Ullusunu, the
powerful king of Mannaea from 716 B.C.E. on-
wards. The inscription implies recognition of Yan-
zi or the ruler of Z°TR (Izirtu), the capital of Man-
naean kingdom, by the Gods of the royal temple
and a perpetual ruling of god Haldi over that land
which is Mannaea.”

The text of the Aramaic inscription on the Qa-
laichi stele is restricted to prayers and in fact is the
terminal part of a lengthy inscription, where the
last 13 lines are dedicated to maledictions. How-
ever, several issues have been raised in linguistic
discussions that have prevented a consensus from
being reached.

The first issue to be considered with regards to
this inscription is why it was written in the Aramaic
language in the first place. Did Mannaeans speak
in Aramaic? Sokoloff, who has studied the inscrip-
tion from a textological point of view, believes that
‘considering that the Boukan inscription has been
written in the ancient Aramaic language - related
to a period of Aramean language that had not yet
been influenced by Akkadian - the author of this

inscription may have used an Aramaic inscription,



which had been transported from the western
neighbouring countries towards Mannaea. More-
over, the text has two words that are derived from
the Canaanite branch of western Semitic languag-
es. It appears that during this period the Aramaic
had a significant importance in the eastern regions
of Assyria, that in turn explains why it would be
used by the people of Mannaea, who must have
been a bilingual community.” (Sokoloff 1999: 106
and note 12).

Epha®l who has studied the inscription from
a historical viewpoint, emphasises the Aramaic
nature of its language: “This inscription was defi-
nitely written in the Aramaic language and is not
part of a multilingual inscription with Assyrian
or Urartian as the main language” (Epha‘l 1999:
116). One of the main points made by Epha‘lis that
“The Aramaic stele of Boukan is written outside
of Semite languages (although little has yet been
discovered about Mannaeans, but considering the
names of people and Mannaean provinces, their
language was not Semite. The fact that this is a
royal inscription shows that the Aramaic language
was used among the high society of the Mannae-
an community (or at least they used it for writ-
ing) but in fact they had another local language’
(Epha‘l11999: 117).

Although Mannaeans are categorised in gen-
eral as belonging to a group of people who spoke
the Hurrian language, documents regarding to
the Mannaean language are very limited. Assyr-
ian administrative documents mention a Man-
naean interpreter called “Gi-Ki-E”, who probably
translated letters sent from Mannaea as well as
speeches made by Mannaean messengers (Zadok
2002:19).

The most significant word in this inscription
occurs in the fifth line and has aroused much dis-

cussions among philologists. It is the word B(Z)

‘TR. This word is comprised of two elements: one
is B, an affixed postposition meaning to or in; and
the other one is a name. This name can be read in
different forms and various meanings have been
suggested for it. The first pronunciation is Z‘TR,
which points to lzirtu, the capital of Mannaea. It
can also be read in the form of MTTR, which refers
to Musasir, a very important Urartian temple-city
at this time. By examining both probabilities,
Bashash prefers the pronunciation of ZTR and
relates it to lzirtu (Bashash 1996: 32). In the com-
ments published after the research Bashash, we
encounter two contemporary but different state-
ments from two international philologists. An-
dré Lemaire, suggests the pronunciation of ZTR
and defends it (1998) while Texidor agrees more
with the MTTR pronunciation (Texidor 1997-8),
although both reviewed their opinions and con-
tinued their discussions, never reaching a coher-
ent and agreed theory in their analyses (Lemaire
1999, Texidor 1999).

Many possibilities have been suggested re-
garding the implications of this inscription and
the historical background of its carving. The view
that this inscription deals with the Mannaean gods
and that the beliefs as well as the principal gods of
the Mannaean and Urartian cultures are similar, is
largely rejected, since this inscription refers to two
different gods, namely Haldi and Hadad. Haldi is
the warrior god and the native god of the Urartians
- the northern neighbours of Mannaea - while Ha-
dad is the god of thunderstorms and the native
god of the Arameans (Greenfield 1993). Moreover,
in the text of this inscription, the god Hadad is giv-
en superiority over the god Haldi, and therefore
the theory that Haldi was worshiped in Mannaean
society does not hold true (Fales 2003: 139). The
opinion that the Qalaichi inscription is possibly a

letter of political obedience (submission) between

the Mannaeans and one of its neighbours appears
to be more valid. Although the other side of this
contract is unclear, Lemaire has stated “... neglect-
ing to point out the god of Ashur strengthens the
view that this is not an agreement of submission
with the Assyrian state” (Lemaire 1999: 116) and it
can probably be a pact of alliance between Man-
naea and one of its neighbouring states against
Assyria. Considering that the Qalaichiinscription is
attributed to the reign of Ullusunu (Bashash 1996:
25-29), Lemaire’s view seems rational: according
to the data derived from various inscriptions, at
the end of the ninth century B.C.E. and in the be-
ginning of the eighth century B.C.E., Menua, the
king of Urartu, conducted campaigns against his
southern and eastern neighbours. After the defeat
of Urartu at the hands of Assyrian Tiglath-Pileser
[ll, the Mannaean kings Iranzu (718 B.C.E.) and Aza
(717-718 B.C.E.) became vassals of Assyria. At the
beginning of his reign, Sargon Il appointed Aza as
the ruler of Mannaea. Rusa, the king of Urartu,
planned the murder of Aza at the hands of Bag-
dati the ruler of Uishdish, and Metati the prince
of Zikirtu, and subsequently appointed Ullusunu,
the brother of the assassinated king, as the ruler
of Mannaea (Luckenbill 1926, Levine 1974). As a re-
sult, Ullusunu who owed his ascent to the throne
to the king of Urartu could have played the role of
an agent in composing this agreement of political

compliance.

The Glazed Bricks

The most significant finds from Tappeh Qalaic-
hi are the glazed bricks, mostly discovered in the
course of illegal activities, transported abroad
and preserved in museums and private collections
around the world. Although museums and col-
lectors have shown an interest in acquiring these

bricks, no institution or individual has yet at-
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tempted to analyze and publish them, hampered
by the lack of contextual information and prove-
nance. The first publication of a brick from Tap-
peh Qalaichi goes back to an exhibition entitled
‘Animals in the Art of the Ancient Orient’, at the
Ancient Orient Museum of Tokyo in 1983. In this
exhibition, the photograph of a single exhibited
brick retained at the museum was published as
the frontispiece of the exhibition catalogue, but
its suggested date of 1,250 B.C.E. was indicative of
its ambiguous provenance and the lack of contex-
tual data (Tanabe 1983: 34).

Then in 1988 Vesta Sarkhosh (Curtis) referred
to glazed bricks and an Aramaic inscription from
Boukan which she saw during a visit to Tehran in
1987, and shown to her by Ehsan (Esmail) Yagh-
mai (Sarkhosh Curtis, 1988: 145). In addition, Mir
Abedin Kaboli introduced the bricks confiscated
from smugglers and subsequently transported to
the Iran National Museum in the Journal of Cul-
tural Heritage, and a picture of one of the bricks
was published on the cover of this journal in 1991
(Kaboli1991: 32).

Ali Mousavi published a collection belong-
ing to a Japanese collector in Paris and correctly
estimated their date as 8"-7" centuries B.C.E.
(Mousavi 1994). Moreover, Mehrdad Malekza-
deh (1995), along with introducing the published
brick in the catalogue of the Ancient Orient Mu-
seum, has developed a theory on the precise
dating of the brick. In addition to all these, in his
article, John Curtis refers to the report of the visit
by Vesta Sarkhosh (Curtis) and the monograph by
Ali Mousavi, and mistakenly calls the site “Ghalat’
near Boukan (Curtis 2001-2002: 32-34 and the
footnote of pic. 2 in the same article). He points
out that over 100 glazed bricks from this site can
be found on the antiquities black market (Curtis
2001-2002: 32) and along with describing motifs

on those bricks, emphasizes the clear influence of
Assyrian art on these works and their undeniable
similarity with the motifs of Assyrian palace door-
ways. However, he asserts that there are enough
dissimilarities to show that these artefacts were
not the works of Assyrian artisans but could have
been inspired by Assyrian art, since the influence
of Urartian art can also be detected in them. Ac-
cording to Curtis, they should be acknowledged
as a local interpretation of the art of Assyria that
was accomplished by natives of Mannaea (Curtis
2001-2002: 34).

Leili Niakan, who used to work in the resto-
ration section of the Iran National Museum, de-
voted a section of her Master’s thesis to the Qa-
laichi bricks and has published the results of her
work in an article containing valuable information
(Niakan 1999). The main issue in Niakan's study,
however, published under the title of “Technical
study of Boukan Bricks’, is that she was not very
successful in interpreting the results, and the
tables of analyses. Due to this problem and the
unclear aim of the sampling, no significant and
ground-breaking achievement was added to the
previous series of studies.

Parallel to the publication of Niakan's work, the
second phase of the Qalaichi excavations resumed
under the supervision of Bahman Kargar. Although
Kargar discovered a few thousand small and large
pieces of brick and transported them to the Ar-
chaeological Museum of Urmia, nevertheless he
only introduced and sorted them in a general man-
ner (2004: 232-234) and only published a few pic-
tures (pics 9-12) in his article. Another part of the
Qalaichi collection at Urmia Museum recently has
been published (Binandeh et al. 2017), and a book in
title Qalaichi Architectureis in press by Iran Nation-
al Museum Publication in occasion of this exhibition
(Kargar et al. 2021).

Other publications also included pictures of
these bricks, although it was felt sufficient to only
introduce them as examples of Mannaean art
(Kambakhsh-Fard 2004: colored pictures 88 and
89; Afshari 2011: 61-62 and 189-192; pics 45-49;
Saeid Hassanzadeh 2011). It should be noted that
the majority of these pictures had been published
before, most significantly in the book of Abol-Ala
Soudavar (Soudavar 2004).

At the beginning of Iran National Museum study
collection project, the author published a few arti-
cles about the bricks in the collection of the Iran
National Museum. They included a general intro-
duction to the project and a brief outline of the
main questions concerning the bricks (Hassan-
zadeh 2006). Some statistical data regarding the
bricks had already been presented by the author in
another article and a further article had been pub-
lished discussing the nature of Mannaean art based
on the three glazed bricks illustrated in the collec-
tion (Hassanzadeh and Mollasalehi 2011). The re-
sults of this project were published in a book edited
by Hassanzadeh and Mollasalehi (2017).

Dimensions and Weight of the Bricks
The collection of bricks which has been repatriated from
Switzerland (total 51 pieces) has been classified in 3 main
groups according to their dimensions:

A. Full-sized bricks (42 Pieces) with dimensions vary-
ing from 33 x 33 to 36 x 36 cm. The thickness of this type
varies from 7.4 to 11.4 and, they are mostly 8 - 9 cm thick
(Table1).

Table 1: Type A (Complete) Dimension

L. W. Th. Museum Number
33 33 9.2 39
335 33 8.4 11
335 33.5 7.9 4
8.7 34
9 33
43




Table 1: Type A (Complete) Dimension

B. Half-sized bricks which are half the size of type

L. W. Th. Museum Number A.There are 5 pieces that on one side are same as type A,
33 33 9.2 39 and on other side are half. This shown in table 2.
335 33 8.4 11
335 335 79 4 Table 2: Type B (Complete) Dimension
8.7 s L. W. Th. Museum Number
K 33 34 16 8.6 1
43 34 165 8.5 49
33.8 33.5 8.7 44 34 163 97 2
34 33.5 10.5 20 34.5 16 9 50
9.6 22 35 17 9.8 51
34 34 7.4 38
7.5 37 . . . . . .
C. Quarter-sized bricks with dimensions varying
8 48 from 16.4 x16.2 X 9.6 cm up to 19 x 18.7 x 12.1 cm (Table 3).
8.2 36
8.9 29
9 42 Table 3: Type C (Complete) Dimension
92 41 L. W. Th. Museum Number
10.6 24 16.4 16.2 9.6 13
25 179 18.5 11.2 14
345 34 9.4 12 19 18.4 10.8 16
96 3 19 18.7 121 15
11 19
345 345 8.3 46 The position of motifs
85 26 All 3 categories of the Boukan bricks are divided into
86 ? three subgroups with respect to the position of motifs
97 23 on the body of the brick, whether they are on the lateral
104 28 sides or on the medial sides:
35 35 8.7 31 1. The medial side: There are a total number of 38
9.2 7 bricks in the collection with motifs on their medial sides,
92 32 belonging to Group A (full-sized).
94 30 2. Lateral and medial sides: Bricks with motifs on
9.5 5 . . . . .
both their lateral and their medial sides. This category
10 40 . . . .
includes 9 bricks with 4 belonging to the Group A, and
111 17
5to Group B.
21 .
3. Two lateral sides: Some of the bricks have mo-
8.7-9.1 35 . . . . .
tifs on two of their lateral sides. In the entire collection,
35.5 35 9.6 10 . . . .
there are 4 bricks with designs on two lateral sides. They
35.5 35.5 9.3 45
belong to Group C.
9.5 6
11.4 18 .. . . .
Categorizing the Designs on the Bricks based on Statis-
35.5 36 9.3 8 . .
tical Studies
36 36 8.5 47 . . . L
Various designs occur on the glazed bricks originating
9.2 27
from Boukan. In this section, we aim to demonstrate the

occurrence and the frequency of each type of motif:
Geometric Designs: From the entire collection of decorat-
ed bricks, 11 have geometric designs.

Vegetal Designs: These designs occur on 7 bricks.

Animal Designs: This group consists of 9 bricks.
Combined Designs: This group consists of 24 bricks and is
divided into three subgroups:

A) Combination of vegetal and geometric designs (6
bricks)

B) Human forms with added animal body parts (3 bricks)
C) Combination of different animal body parts attached
to a human head (15 bricks).

Artisan Signatures

On the sides and surfaces of the Boukan bricks - gener-
ally in the corner of one or other near the design - there
appear to be geometric shapes, consisting mostly of a
few simple lines without much precision. These are gen-
erally in black, with almost the same thickness as the
lines present in the designs. The shapes are most prob-
ably signatures, belonging to the master-artisans who
produced the bricks. Such signatures are also evident on
the lateral or medial sides of Achaemenid glazed bricks
and also on various stone reliefs. Signatures can be seen
on the side of 3 bricks in this collection (Museum num-
bers: 8,16 and 21).

Secondary Cutting
Another fascinating aspect of the Boukan bricks is
secondary cutting (or shaving) of the edges (Museum
Numbers: 14,19, 29, 39 and 44). On certain sides of the
Boukan bricks, there is evidence for secondary cuts,
generally a few millimeters depth and rarely more than 1
cm. These cuts have been made after the production of
the bricks with different tools and are secondary to their
manufacture. They date from after the manufacturing
phase of the bricks and should be regarded as post-pro-
duction treatment of the items. Two theories have been
advanced with respect to the rationale for the existence
of such cuts:

1. The cuts could have been made while the bricks
were being put into position in the wall decoration on
the fagade of architectural features, in order to make

them fit better. It might have been necessary for the
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master-artisan to carve a few millimeters off the sides
to ensure a good fit.

2. The archaeologist engaged in the excavation of the
Qalaichi site has stressed that although the Tappeh Qa-
laichi site may be dated to the Mannaean period, there
appear to be three occupation phases at the site - la, Ib
and Ic (Kargar 2004: 230). Thus, after each phase had
been destroyed or abandoned (by enemy invasion, nat-
ural disaster or even development and modification of
structures), the glazed bricks of the previous level could
have been reused. In these newly erected buildings, it is
highly likely that the reused bricks would have had to be

cut to size in order to fit their new placements.

Glazed bricks motif design

A) Geometric Designs

These designs are produced in the form of linear pat-
terns, generally on the lateral sides of the bricks. Sub-

categories of these motifs are divided into 5 types:

A-1) Wavy (Zigzag) Designs
Geometric wavy (zigzag) lines occur in horizontal form
on the lateral side of No. 22 [P. 49].

A-2) Horizontal Herringbone Designs

Horizontal herringbone patterns occur on the lateral
sides of bricks and they include 15 arrow-shaped lines
resembling this symbol < in black (No. 1in P. 94). The
spaces between the lines are filled with blue, yellow and
white glazes. These patterns were probably decorative

borders for larger motifs or designs.

A-3) Concentric Circle Designs

There are examples of bricks with concentric circle pat-
terns on the lateral sides of the bricks and they include
three and in some cases four concentric circles. The de-
signs are outlined with black lines and filled with differ-
ent colour glazes.

In another category of these bricks, the design is on the
medial side of the brick in the form of two concentric cir-
cles and on the lateral sides of the brick there are also
concentric circles. In the bricks with these designs, glaz-
es in blue, white and yellow colour are attested (Nos. 2,
5,13, 14, 15,16, 35, 49, 50 and 51).

A-4)Eight-Pointed Star Designs

On two bricks, there is an eight-pointed star pattern
within two concentric circles with another two concen-
tric circles at the centre of the design. In both examples,
the pattern is repeated vertically on the medial face of
a half-sized brick. Yellow, blue and white glazes have
been used to decorate the bricks with this pattern (No 1
in P.94 and No 50 in page 90).

A-5) Four-Pointed Star Designs

In this type of pattern, a four-pointed stars with ovoid
shapes between the rays is set within a circle. There are
two concentric circles at the center of the design. This
design occurs on the medial sizde of a half-sized brick
with four concentric circle patterns on the lateral side
(No.51in P. 89).

B) Rosette Flower Designs

The eight-petal rosette flower pattern is found on the
medial side of a half-sized brick. It is made in a simple
manner using glaze and it appears without any borders.
Glaze colours used are white, blue and yellow. The petals
of the rosette are decorated alternately with white and
yellow colours and the background is coloured blue (No.
49in P.91).

C) Combined Designs

c-1)

This type of design, alongside the previously noted
bricks, occurs on the medial sides of full-sized bricks.
There are three concentric circles in the center and
around this are four lotus buds with four lotus flowers
in full bloom between them. This design is attested on a
number of bricks (Nos. 6 [P. 88], 10 [P. 87], 37 [P. 84], 45
[P.86]and 46 [P. 83]).

c-2)

In this type of pattern, on the medial sides of two bricks,
thereisaneight-petalled rosette at the center of themo-
tif, asin some of the patterns already discussed. Around
this is a floral design with four lotus flowers at the four
corners of the brick and between them lotus buds. The
designs on these bricks are decorated with white, yel-
low and green glazes (Nos. 39 [P. 81] and 41 [P. 80]). A

piece of brick with this pattern was unearthed during
the excavations of Bahman Kargar; it is now document-
ed and published (Kargar 2004: p. 239, pic. 9, No. 4).

Cc-3)

This pattern occurs on the medial sides of bricks of
Group A (full-sized). At the center of the design three
large concentric circles can be seen, with four lotus buds
occupying the space between the central circles and the
corners of the brick. Between the buds are semi-circle
shapes repeated four times. The outermost spaces of
these semi-circle shapes are divided into about nine
segments by short lines, giving the impression of sun
rays. The designs are outlined in black and the spaces
filled with glazes of white, blue and yellow colour (Nos. 3
[P.78],9[P.77]and 25 [P. 76)).

C-4)

This pattern on the medial side of two type-A bricks has
a six-petalled rosette flower in the centre. The flower is
enclosed within a circle and is surrounded by four lotus
flowers and buds. A second disc (larger than that sur-
rounding the rosette) can be seen in the midst of the
flowersandbuds (Nos 26 [P.73),34[P.74]and 38 [P.72]).

C-5)

This designis found on the medial sides of two full-sized
bricks. A large rosette flower (with eight petals in the
first example and with sixteen petals in the second) is
depicted in the centre, surrounded by a circle. Around
the circle there are four lotus buds pointing towards the
corners, and between the lotus buds are lotus flowers in
full bloom (Nos. 4 [P. 70] and 11[P. 69]).

D) Animal Motifs

D-1) Winged (?) Ibex

The motif of a winged (?) ibex occurs on just one of the
Boukan bricks. The design shows a standing ibex, with
detailed representations of muscles, neck, face, ears
and a long beard thatis seen under its chin. Arched lines
beneath the top of its back and beneath its chest could
indicate a wing. It has a long curved horn that is beauti-
fully represented. Glazes in grey, black, turquoise blue

and yellow decorate the design (No. 48 in P. 67).



D-2)Ram

The design of a standing ram with scale-like lines in-
dicating the fleece is preserved on the medial side of
a type-A brick. This ram has a short, hanging tail and
long curled horns pointing in opposite directions. The
pose of the body, the muscles, ears, face and even
the detailed horns, which show the age of the animal,
are beautifully depicted and demonstrate the artistic
competence of the designer. On a lateral side of the
same brick three concentric circles can be seen, indi-
cating the functionality of this brick in the corner of a
structure. (No.35in P. 63).

D-3) Unidentified animal

A creature similar to the ram just described, but without
horns, occurs on the medial side of another type-A brick
(No. 21in P. 61). This glazed brick is badly damaged and
much of the design is abraded so that it cannot be de-

scribed in more detail.

D-4)Lion

On the medial side of a type-A brickis the motif of a lion.
The animal is depicted with pricked ears and the large
space in its snout shows that its mouth is open and the
beast is probably roaring. This is emphasized by the po-
sition of the lion’s tail shown above its back. The badly
abraded surface of this brick does not allow for a more
detailed description (No.12in P. 66).

D-5)Lion?

Another brick also shows a lion-like animal, but the
details are hardly visible. The upturned tail, the open
mouth and certain other features of the motif are similar
to the previous example, but the pricked ears shown on

the previous brick are not visible here (No. 19 in P. 64).

D-6)Eagle

In this design, the motif of an eagle can be seen, with open
wings. The eagle’s tail stretches down to the bottom of the
brickandits headis at the top, shownin profile. The details
of feathers, wings, tail and head are clearly illustrated. Itis
noteworthy that there appears to be an error in the artis-
tic representation of this eagle. In order to show its legs,
the artist has represented them in an unnatural position,

with one facing forwards and the other backwards. In a

natural position, an eagle’s legs are positioned under its
body and parallel to its tail (Nos. 17 [P. 59] and 18 [P. 58]).

D-7)Bird

The motif features a bird with open wings, elaborate tail
feathers, and a crest (comb) on the top of its head. The
crest on the head suggests this might be a rooster, al-
though the neck and legs are long for such a bird. If it
were not for the crest it would be tempting to identify
this bird as a great bustard, one of whose main habitats
in Iran is the environs of the city of Boukan up to the
present day. This design is on the medial side of a brick
and is outlined in black and infilled with white and yel-
low. The background is blue (No. 42 in P. 56).

D-8) Winged horse with horn

This pattern, seen on the medial side of a brick of type-A
kind, shows a composite creature, partly ungulate
standing on two legs. The beast clearly has hooves, and
has the front part and head of an animal with two ears
and a long nose, probably a horse. It also has a single
bent horn (unicorn), and the wings and tail of a bird. The
background of this brick, is decorated with blue glaze.
However, the surface is largely abraded and many de-

tails are obscure (No. 8 in P. 54).

E) Composite Creatures (Anthropomorphic Animals)
E-1) Winged Man

A design showing a winged male figure is shown on the
medial side of a full-sized brick. It consists of a winged
man-like figure in profile, with a long beard and long
hair that hangs in a bunch at the back. The hair is held in
place with a headband (fillet). The man has large eyes, a
narrow nose and a pair of wings that are opened at the
back. He is shown in a kneeling posture, with his left leg
bent and his right knee resting on the ground. His hands
are held out in front. In his left hand he holds a sprig of
foliage with three flowers or fruits, probably pomegran-
ates, as held by genies on the Assyrian reliefs. In his right
hand he holds a cone-shaped item that could possibly
be a bundle of sticks or a barsom. On both wrists he has a
braceletwithadisconwhichrosettepatternsarediscern-
ible. This manis wearing a knee-length tunic with an an-
kle-length belted cloak openat the front (No.32inP.53).

E-2) Winged Women

In this motif we have another anthropomorphic crea-
ture, kneeling in the same fashion as category E-1, but
here with some significant differences. The winged an-
thropomorphic creature of this category, in contrast to
the previous type, is not bearded and has female char-
acteristics. Her hair is tied back and held in place with a
headband that ends at the back in the form of a flower.
The woman is holding in her left hand a sprig of foliage,
as in the previous motif, and here the stalks clearly end
in pomegranates. In her right hand the woman holds a
large circular object that might be a mirror, in contrast
to the previous figure who is holding in the right hand
what might be a barsom. (No. 24 in P. 51).

There is another glazed brick that belongs to the
same category and has many characteristics of this type.
The main difference, however, is that in all previous
cases anthropomorphic beings are depicted advancing
from right to left, whereas in this case, the semi-human
creature is shown advancing from left to right (No. 22 in
P. 48). It may be that the patterns illustrated on these
bricks were positioned symmetrically on either side of a
design element, perhaps a tree, where kneeling before
it would demonstrate an aspect of a certain ceremo-
nial activity. Although the glaze on this brick is largely
abraded, apart from the direction of the bodies the pat-
tern does not seem to be significantly different from

those of E-2 type.

E-3) AnthropomorphicLion

This pattern on atype-A brick consists of a creature that
is half-lion and half-man. The lower part of the figure is
that of a lion standing on two legs, with its tail curled
over its back. The upper part of the body is in human
form. The man is shown in profile with a bearded face,
large eyes and long hair that falls in a bunch on the back
of the neck. The creature is holding in its two hands a
vase from which issue two streams of water each repre-
sented in a triangular shape. Further vases are shown at

the extremities of the streams of water (No. 33 in P. 46).

F) Combined Patterns (Animal Body with Anthropo-
morphic Head)
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F-1) Winged Lion with Male Human Head

This motif shows a creature with a male human head and
the body of a lion. The man has a long beard and mous-
tache together with long hair arranged in a bunch at the
back of his neck. The man also wears a headband. The
body is that of a lion with a tail curled up over its back,
andlarge, folded wings. The claws, muscles and tail of the
lion are carefully depicted as are the wings of the eagle.
This brick is decorated in yellow, white, blue and black
colours, while the background glaze is turquoise. Sec-

tions of the glazed surface are abraded (No. 5 in P. 45).

F-2) Winged Lions with Female Human Heads

In this motif, the body of a lion with a long whip-like tail
is complemented with a human head. The long wings are
shown neatly folded upwards. The head with long eye-
brows and large eyes, traditional headband and hairin a
bunch at the back of the neck is clearly that of a woman
(No.36in P. 43). Asin previous examples, this is a famil-
iar motif amongst the bricks obtained during the Qalaic-
hi excavations (Kargar 2004; pic. 2:11).

In another type of motif the body of a lion is shown
with the head of a woman wearing a head-band or fillet,
asbrickno 36 described above, but here the wingis quite
differently depicted. Also, this figure is facing to the left
whereas no 36 is facing to the right. (No. 31in P. 41).

In another brick with the same motif, a lion’s body is
again combined with a female human head. (No. 29 in
P. 39). The corner of the brick is partly broken and the
animal’s rear leg is almost completely abraded.

In this motif, a lion’s body with elaborate details of
claws, muscles, wings and a tail bent up over the back
is combined with a beardless human head, probably fe-
male, with big eyes and long eyebrows, who is wearing a
crown. The crown has five horizontal decorative bands,
coloured alternately in yellow and white. The top part
is divided vertically into 9 segments. The crown covers
the hair on the head, but the remainder is gathered in
a bunch at the back of the neck. This motif is decorat-
ed with the colours white, black, yellow, blue and green
(No.28in P.37).

A similar motif is attested on another brick which
shows alion’s body with its tail turned upwards, with the

usually detailed muscular features absent. The body is

decorated simply with a yellow glaze. The motif also de-
picts a human head with thick and long eyebrows, large
eyes and again a crown. In this case the crown clearly has
a horn at the bottom, the Assyrian mark of divinity. The
background glaze on this brick is largely worn away, but
the blue colour can be distinguished and identified in

some corners of the piece (No. 40 in P. 35).

F-3) Winged Bulls with Human Heads
This brickathinanimal hasits tailhanging down between
its rear legs and wings are much more geometrically de-
fined than in other patterns. The animal appears to be
ungulateandis probably abull. Thewings hereare small-
er and better defined. The animal has a human head with
long beard, and hair arranged in a bunch on the back of
the neck. The animal wears a horned headdress which is
amark of divinity in Assyria of the head; a headband (di-
adem)is possibly also being worn (No. 43in P.32). Again,
this motif is found on bricks from the Tappeh Qalaichi
archaeological excavations (Kargar 2004; pic. 11: 2).
Although the surfaces of two further bricks are
abraded they clearly have designs of the same kind,
namely winged bulls with bearded human heads wear-
ing horned headdresses (No. 44 [P.30] and 20 [P. 29)).
Another brick again shows a quadruped ungulate
with human head but here the wings are stretched out
and the tail is arched over the animal’s back like that
of a lion. The human head is also bearded and wears a
crown-shaped hat probably with a horn, but the glaze
on this brick is worn away and it is difficult to make out
some details (No. 23 in P. 26).

F-4) Birds with human heads (?)

On four bricks, we have the body of a bird with a long tail
standing on two birds’ feet (talons). Large, long wings
are added to the body. The second wing is partly visible.
The long neck of this creature is attached to an anthro-
pomorphic head with large eyes, long eyebrows and a
beard. A large, wide and long horn is seen fixed to the
top of the creature’s neck. The lower base of the horn al-
most covers the entire surface of the head. Animal ears,
pointing upwards, are added to the figure. In this motif,
the animal’s body is uniformly coloured in yellow while

the horn, beard and eyebrows are entirely coloured in

black. Although in the majority of the attested designs
such as this the glaze in the background is entirely
abraded, traces of blue colour can be detected on one
of the glazed bricks from this category (Nos. 7 ans 27 [P.
23],30[P. 25] and 47 [P. 24]).
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Full - sized glazed brick with winged
human-headed bull on the medial side
L.:34

W.:335

Th.:10.5

Museuminventory number: 20
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Full - sized glazed brick with winged

human-headed bull on the medial side
L.:33.8

W.:335

Th..8.7

Museuminventory number: 44
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Full - sized glazed brick with winged
human-headed bull on the medial side

W.:335

Museuminventory number: 43

L.:335

Th.:9
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Full - sized glazed brick with winged

human-headed lion on the medial side
L.:35

W.:35

Th.:10

Museum inventory number: 40
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Full - sized glazed brick with winged
human-headed lion on the medial side
L.:345

W.:34.5

Th.:10.4

Museuminventory number: 28
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Full - sized glazed brick with winged

human-headed lion on the medial side
L.:34

W..34

Th..8.9

Museuminventory number: 29
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Full - sized glazed brick with winged

human-headed lion on medial side
L.:35

W.:35

Th..8.7

Museuminventory number: 31
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Full - sized glazed brick with winged

human-headed lion on medial side
L34

W..34

Th.:8.2

Museum inventory number: 36
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Full - sized glazed brick with winged
human-headed lion on medial side and
concentric circles on two lateral sides
L35

W.:35

Th.:9.5

Museuminventory number: 5
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Full-sized glazed brick with anthropomorphic

lion motif on the medial side
L.:335

W.:335

Th.:9

Museuminventory number: 33
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Full-sized glazed brick with winged woman motif on

the medial side and wavy (Zigzag) design on lateral side
L.:34

W.:335

Th.:9.6

Museum inventory number: 22
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Full-sized glazed brick with winged
woman motif on the medial side
L.:34

W..34

Th..10.6

Museum inventory number: 24
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Full-sized glazed brick with winged
man motif on the medial side

L.:35

W.:35

Th.:9.2

Museuminventory number: 32
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Full-sized glazed brick with animal pattern on the
medial side and artisan signature on lateral side
L.355

W.:36

Th.93

Museumn inventory number: 8
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Full-sized glazed brick with
rooster (?) motif on medial side
L.:34cm

W.:34cm

Th.:9cm

Museuminventory number: 42
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Full-sized glazed brick with eagle
motif on medial side

L.:35cm

W.:35¢cm

Th.:11.7cm

Museum inventory number: 17
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ite sl ) Ficelsus
W\ 2250 0)lasd

L.:355cm

W.:35.5¢cm

Th.:11.4cm

Museum inventory number: 18
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Full-sized glazed brick with
animal pattern on the medial
side and artisan signature on

lateral side

L.:35cm

W.:35cm

Th.:11.1cm
Museuminventory number: 21
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Full-sized glazed brick with ram pattern on
the medial side and concentric circles on

lateral side

L.:35cm

W.:35cm

Th.:8.7-9.1cm
Museuminventory number: 35
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Full-sized glazed brick with lion
pattern on medial side
L.:34.5cm

W.:34cm

Th.:9.4cm

Museuminventory number: 12
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Full-sized glazed brick with
lion(?) pattern on medial side
L.:34.5cm

W.:34cm

Th.:1cm

Museum inventory number: 19
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Full-sized type glazed
brick with winged
ibex on medial side
L:34cm

W.:28cm

Th.:8cm
Museuminventory
number: 48
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Full-sized type glazed brick with a large rossette flower surrounded by four lotus buds and four lotus flowers on medial side
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L.:33.5cm

W.:33cm

Th.:8.4cm
Museuminventory number: 11
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e sl VA:Calss

F:jga0lad

L.:33.5cm

W.:33.5cm

Th.:7.9cm
Museuminventory number: 4
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Full-sized type glazed brick with concentric circles in the centre around which are four lotus buds with four lotus flowers in full bloom between them on medial side
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L.:34cm

W.:34cm

Th..7.4cm

Museuminventory number: 38
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L.:345cm

W.:34.5cm

Th.:8.5cm

Museuminventory number: 26
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Full - sized glazed bricks with concentric circle in the center, four lotus buds in the corners and four semi-circles between them with impressions of sun rays on medial side
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L.:34cm

W.:34cm

Th.:10.6cm

Museum inventory number: 25
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L.:34.5cm

W.:34.5¢cm

Th.:8.6cm

Museum inventory number: 9
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Piojge olaid

L.:34.5cm

W.:34cm

Th.:9.6cm
Museuminventory nmber: 3
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Full-sized type glazed brick with concentric circle in
the center and around this are four lotus buds with
four lotus flowers in full bloom between them
L.:33.5cm

W.:33.5cm

Th.8.7cm

Museuminventory nmber: 34
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Full-sized type glazed brick

with combination of vegetal and
geometric designs on medial side
L.:34cm

W.:34cm

Th.:9.2cm

Museuminventory number: 41
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Full-sized type glazed brick

with combination of vegetal and
geometric designs on medial side
L:33cm

W.:33cm

Th.:9.2cm

Museum inventory number: 39
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No. 46

No. 37

Ol Bhbl )s Gugig) US ez o Lwgie) daxid Loz 9 buwg )0 3Syallasio slaeplo b JelS g9 jlavle) Gghie yoT
Full-sized type glazed brick with concentric circles in the center and around them are four lotus buds with four lotus flowers in full bloom between them
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¥9 :0j50 0)las FY i 0)les

L.:345cm L.:34cm

W.:345cm W.:34cm

Th.83cm Th.7.5cm

Museum inventory number: 46 Museum inventory number: 37
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Full-sized type glazed brick with concentric circle in the center and around this are four lotus buds with four lotus flowers in full bloom between them
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L.:355cm

W.:35.5cm

Th.:9.3cm

Museum inventory number: 45
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e Blw 47 icelzs
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L.:355cm

W.:35cm

Th.:9.6cm

Museumn inventory number: 10
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L.:355cm

W.:35.5¢cm

Th.:9.5cm

Museum inventory number: 6
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Half-sized type glazed brick with four-pointed stars
with ovoid shapes between the rays on medial side
and concentric circle pattern on the lateral side
L:35cm

Museuminventory number: 51
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Half-sized type glazed brick with eight - pointed
star pattern on the medial side and concentric circle

pattern on the lateral side
L:345cm

W..16cm

Th.:9cm

Museuminventory number: 50
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Half-sized type glazed brick with eight - petal rossette
flower and concentric circle pattern on medial side, on

lateral side it has simple blue glaze
L:34cm

W.:16.5cm

Th.:85cm

Museum inventory number: 49
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Half-sized type glazed brick with concentric circle
pattern on the medial and lateral sides

L:34cm

W.:16.3cm

Th.:9.7cm

Museuminventory number: 2
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Half-sized type glazed brick with eight - pointed star pattern on
the medial side and arrow - shaped line design on the lateral side
L:34cm

W..16cm

Th.:8.6cm

Museuminventory number: 1
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Quarter-sized type glazed brick with
concentric circle pattern on two lateral sides

L:19cm
W.:18.4cm
Th..10.8cm

Museuminventory number: 16




oo UL Sl g3 lasle) Gghic 2l
G)US gls 90 )0 Syallamio

e 8L o

o Bl AV ose

o Bl W cialis

V210590 0)laid

Quarter-sized type glazed brick
with concentric circle pattern on
two lateral sides

L.:19¢cm

W.:18.7¢cm

Th.:12.7cm

Museum inventory number: 15
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Quarter-sized type glazed brick with
concentric circle pattern on two lateral
sides

L:17.9cm

W..18.5cm

Th.:M.2cm
Museuminventory number: 14
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Quarter-sized type glazed brick with
concentric circle pattern on two
lateral sides

L:16.4cm

W.:16.2cm

Th.:9.6cm

Museum inventory number: 13
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